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THE LEAST KNOWN WILDERNESS OF
AMERICA, EVERGLADES OF FLORIDA

(By Minnle Moore.-Wllison, of Kiselm.
mee, Fla.

Why should the American go to the

1and of the Vikings or to “‘darkest Africa’
for themes? We have the Fverglades—
groy, misty, water-covered, a region with
& background that teems with romance,
yet reeks in tragedy.
-The land of the southern peninsula of
Florida with its islets, lagoons, {ts cutting
saw grass prairies and tropic junglo is an
unexplored trehsure house for the man of
research, & virgin fleld for the adven-
turer—{n short, a tropioc mimosa with
{ts smecrets closely held agalnst the dis-
turbing exploiter, yet awallln? the in-
trepid spirft who would dare to explore
this "Loast Known Wilderneas of Amer-
ca. " ' .
The Everglades, while at the very
door of civilization—~almost in sight, as
it were, of the qllded palaces of Palm
Beach and Miaml, yet during tho last
only six expeditions have
ventured within the bhoundaries of this
interminable morags, These so-called ox-
pedmonu consisted only of ‘‘crossing the
Glades as a ship crosses the ocean.”
As to scientific research, in the heart of
this mysterious ro%ion. there has been
none; there have been no well defined
fines mado~—no flagstaffs mark the trall
of the adventurous explorer,

. _Appearance of the Interlor 'Giades
‘The a,?penrance of the remote Interfor

sverglades is uniike that of any
other reglon of the glohe. und is cer-
tainly the most bewlldering and remark-
able of this continent.

A view from an aeroplans would show
& vast lake of fresh walter, spread!n% out
in the shape of an artist's palette; hun-
dreds of miles of tal) sawgrass, shooting
up In slender stems, would break into
view. Imagine this vast area of more
than 6,000 s?uaro miles, studded with
thousands of islands covered with thick-
ets ‘of shrubbery and vines: here and
there would be seen an island of lofty
pines, bu& oftoner the view would reveal
omy small islets upon which wore, em-
planted a solilary maacsuc palmetto~a
sentinel or a place of signal for the wan.
derer or the donizen of this "grass water
country. Uorgeous aquatic flowers, bril-
liant butterfiies, and the flutter of bird
lite.and color and animation to the scene.

Jet the captaln of this alrahi{; rest his
craft in midair and through his glasses
gaze down upon this aquatic jungle,

Tne wild animals find a refuge in these
sacluded boundaries; the gentle doe with
her fawn slips through the shadows; the
red fox cautlously watches for his prey;
the black bear with her chubby cubs
scents the custard apple and the pal-
metto bud; the raccoon ekulks through
the tangled underbrush, and the cun-
ning otter darts through the fish-laden
streams in quest of his midnight meal.

The eagle and the bittern, the heron
and the snowy ecgret, with countless mi-
gratory birds from the North American
continent, find {n this wild solitude a win-
tor refuge, )

The American Red Man Adds to the Plc.
¢ ture

The man with the glasses looks again
and he sees the American red man adds
ing a picturesque embellishment to the
picture; he sees men and. women and
children, brown skinned, brightly garbed
and picturesque, yet strangely seif-con-
tained; for the solemn silence is only
broken by the splash-of a paddie of the
canoe a8 It glides through the Seminole's
secret channels of the great swamp.

What a background of romance and
tragedy do theso aboriginal people give to
this Venice of America! Storfes weird and
strange fill the unwritten life hook of
these descendants of aboriginal America,

This vast aquatic domain, that has

ever remained terra incognito to the white
man, opens quickly enough to whomso-
ever carries the key. In ages past, long
before Columbus planted his silken ban-
rer in the damp sands of Cat Island, the
huughty Carlb cacjque ruled his tribe,
with justice, yet with power. Down
through fantastic npages of time, tribe
after tribe occupled the territory until
the proud and liberty-loving Seminole en-
tered: these .swamp fastnesses, and here
he has remained, Resisting armed forces
of the “American  Government, fieeing
froip’; bullets and blogdhounds,, this small
band of. 8eminoles obstinately clung to
the land. of thelr fathers, until a humane
policy of the Federal Government result-
ed In a peace compact and here in this
mystic land the Seminole Indlan lingers,
timid and shy, still practiaing the -tradi-
tlonal teachings of his fathers and wor-
ahl¥pmg the Great Spirit.
. However fast the door of the swamp
may -be locked, the Seminole I8 the true
keyv<bearer and knows svery foot of the
inferminable swamps. The stars are his
compaeg, the fantastic tracery of canals,
cut. by his anclent ancestors through
thig - chaotic tangle of the great ‘‘grass
water’’ country dre his hjghways.

1488 {8 known, 'and it can be gald with-
out fear of conirndlctlon, less ja_told to
the reading world of 'inquiries in this
twentieth century than has given to his-

half centur

"tory 400 years ago.

The Land of the 8eminole

The Caucasian has battered at the
gates of this land of mystery for nearly a
century, but nfmo fmpregnable torce, di-
rected by a Hligher Power than commer-
clalized graft or the greed of selfish men,
has kept thoe gates secure.

It {8 the'land of the 8eminole! It la the
glft of the Great 8pirit to his red chil-
dren of Florlda. Did the red man of the
Evergladeg. who In ages past cut his own
chshnonels, ake these water highways as
well? .

For accounts touching the {nterlor of
the Fverglades we must have recourse
to historical documents, To ¥rench de-
lineations upon old maps, as well as from
8panish and English authorities, we learn
that more -than 300 years ago Florida‘s’
Everglade country was cut up by large
rivers, eoxtensive ponds, lagoons and
jakes which communicated with each oth-
er.

That the drainage of the Everglades
was ‘‘contemplated by the authorities of
the Spanish Government,' {8 an estab.
lished historical fact, and as late as 1840
during the Seminole War a canal was
found of considerable aize—*"large enough
to float a large craft’”; this piece of en-

ineering work is credited to the Span-

ards, but owing to the treacherous
straits of the Florida coast, interior nav-
igation was abandoned and the Spaniard
and the Frenchman left the country to
the intrepid and enterprising Indlans
whose knowledge of the water world ol
the Everglades was then, and I8 now,
superior to his white -engineering broth-
er, for the Indian travels through thess
uncharted waters in his “dugout’ canoe,
with no compass bu the stars overhead,
as he is guided by the whlsperlng winds
brought him from the voice of the Great
fpirit.

Everglades Geyser

. Near the center of the 'Glades, ac-
cording to public documentas fled In
Washington, In an “immense spring ris.
fng from the earth, covering an extent
of several acres, and throwing up large
quantities of water with great force.’

With the sun'a rays glinting on this
“Everglades Geyser,'” with the evapora-
tion caused by the [ntense heat of this
tropical land, as it meets the cooling wa-
ters of some underground cavern, & grey
miat |8 formed and hangs over the area.

A8 the white wandering clouds from
the fathomless. cavern meet the starry
skles, the Seminole sees in this phenom-
gn?n"o'l nature the “Breath of the Greut

pirit.'

The Everglades, christened with the
red man's name—Pay-hay-0-kee, or
“Grasg Water Country,” comprlses more
than 5,000 squaro iniles, and while con-
sidered a gwamp, it 18 more of a shal-
low saa or lake. While this sea of wa-
ter, glowly, sllently courses Its way over
the rock-bound bottem, 1t apparently has
no source, but finds Hs supply from un-
deér-currenta. . L

. When the torrential rains, A charac-
terlatic of this 'Glades couiitry, come
ﬂoodl‘g’g the entire area, the Queen o
the ater I{ingdom plcks u’p the rip-
gllnx waters and lke ‘an cifish sprite

urls them Into the .lakes and rivers,
whare they dash relentlessly, on until
they reach some subterranean passago
to the sca; and thus with undor-cup-
rents, .subterranean lakes, as well as sub-
terranean outlets, the sanity of “prace
tical dralnage” in this: "Grass Water"
country hecomes & stupendous prohlam
to the honest engineer. )

. During the past decade mora than one
American engineering expedition has en.
tered this region .to make surveys for
4drainage and reclamation purposes, and
each: surveying corps  has wlselr and
usrdedly barricaded agsinst criticism of
{lyre by publishing to’the critical world

the statement that “upon 800 square
miles of this unexplored country no white
man has ever placed foot."

In 1913, after 20,000 purchasers of lands
in the KEverglades had demanded thelr
lands or the return of thelr good Amer-
fean dollars, the Jederal Government ¢x-
ploited the ‘crooked deals,” with the

result that another survey was ordered
and Rlorida put sixty men into the Jov-
orgladex. district, at an expense of $40,-
000, pald for the survey

The citizens
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and "800 square miles still remain terra
incognita’ — unsurveyed! Wherefore,
white man? -
The “Hooded Cobra” of the Everglades
For mare than a quartet of centurles
the “Qreat fnake' has appeared at in-
tervals to warn the red rulers of the
Everglades country against the invasion
ot the pale face.

Possibly no legend of American history

holds a greater interest in folk-lore lit-
erature than does the dramatie story of
the Blg Snake of the Fverglades. This

monster reptlle, according to Indian tra-
ditlons, has never ceased to champlon
the rights of the sovereign Inhabltants,
When the Spaniardg invaded the sacred
homes of the ’'Glade dwellers the mon-
strous snake, with relentless fury ‘‘un-
sheather his armored sword’ and, with
the lashing of his great tai)l caused a
mighty tempest and the aborlgines took
refuge in the seceret morasses until the
white invader passed on seeking other
and less tempestous areas. WIith the
coming of the French and the JKnglish
the snake again warned tho Indlany,
apd the red men once more hastened
1o the trackless waters untfl the white
intvasion had withdrawn,

‘The present Seminolo Indian, as he tells
of this monster snake and its history,
says ‘'long time ago, Big Snake coine
with Indlan to show them the grass wa-
ter country by the big salt water. My
grandfather, old, old man, tlell me; me
tell my boys.'" And 8o the tradition
has been handed down from generation
to gencratjon,

As the chieftaln describes the snako
he says, “So MF' no man can tell—head,
blg ojus, with horns like the great owl,
and eyes look llke flames of fire.”

During the past decade, while the pale-
face with ax and compnss has invaded
the sacred home of the Seminole, the
Great Snake has heen active, appearing
always at the zenlth of the white man's
seeming victory, and as he raises his
dreadful head, and the red flames of fire
shoot from his eyes, with his powerful
tall lashing the waters of the undercur.
rents, whipping up a whirlpool of debris,
he upsets the white man’s crude {nstru-
men{s and ﬂood!nr the Iiverglades coun-
try with the letting lonse of cavernous
waterways, retires rufaln to his subter-
ranean home and walts for the paleface
engineer to devise other means of drain-
ago; and s0 untll the white speculator
and spolls-taker find ways and means
to contrnl subterranean flood gates, to
control water forces whose source les
hundreds of miles away, or to tosy away
Hghtly the very God of Nature's balance
wheel Everglade drainage in the heart
of this cyprus swamp wilderness must
be a lingering operation. . .

While the Seminnle I8 heing pushed
on an on, while he {8 pauperized, home-
less, and even huniu‘?', he still has the
faith of a littlo_chfld ‘and lnoks to the
day when the Big Snake will win the
final battle of -supremacy and the white
man will retire in ppter defeat as did the
l:eonle of ollen d when Ameriean his-
ory was young. - Then with hig children
and his squaw, free from the driving
brute foree of the land speculdator, he
will live ag In days of old upon the rich
{slands and hammocks, happy and pros-
perous.  The channels his forefathers
cut through the watery sawgrass pra)-
ries will he hiy cypress canoeg “car Jine'”;
his gleaming camp fires will cast only
holy shadows: In the mystic solitude of
Nature he will see God In the skies and
hear Him in the winds; the wild game
will retuinr to ity lair; the cagle, the
flamingo and the horned owl will nest in
his domain, and silvery fish will glide
through the Seminole canals of crysgtal
water: the stars will lift the Hds of their
twinkling eyves to smile down upon the
toddling paﬂmoses. and the mystic re-
ligion of this ancient people, mingled
with the creed of the Christian, will make
the RBeminole an Acadian type, burnish-
ed by the;fires of centur{-long affiiction,
still worsh Y,ms the Great Spirit who has
given this Pay-hay-o-kee country to his
red children, and over the seven-colored
“rainbow’ of the heavens—~the ‘High-
way of the Great 8pirit"—he will make
the last journey to the happy hunting
grounds of his fathers.

Everglade 8cenarlo

Were we to unroll the reel of a photo
drama of the Kverglades we would go
back thousands of years, when the great
billows of the ocean rolled over the space
now occupled hy this territory, we would
see the millions of bhusy bullders of that
age, the tiny coral polyps, working on the
reefs and shoals; we would look again
and see the tempestous storms and hear
the thunder of the circling winds; and
bhehold the “hreaking up of the great
fountain of the deep,” forcing the sand
from its depths, until a glant dam was
built, and the great acean was exclud-
ed. Then it was that Okeechabee, "‘the
place of the Blg Water,” In Semlr‘ola
dialect, became an Inland gea,

We mayturn the slide and see the an-
imals of prehlstoric days basking in the
sunshine or bathing In the Hmpid wa-
tors, Thoe fame of IFlorida as a health re-
sort was not unknown to the animals of
those ancient days, for the remains of
these monsters are exhibited today fn na-
tional muscuma, with labels gtating that

they “helonged (o animals—probahiy
mammoths, that {ived 10,000 (o 50,000

years ngo.”

. Red Sons and Red Daughters
The scroen makes # quick change and

thousands. of years have elapsed and we

see tho “Crass Water'” country of JMlor.

- The 'Seminoles’ Needs

One-hundred thousand acres of the
Evergindes,

Livestock Industry heing the nstu.
.ral vocation of the Indlan, this Is not
too much land for thelr future needs,

Tha national government will gladly
help fence and start these Semlinoles
In the cattle Industry,

industrial schools taught by edu.
cated Seminoles from Oklahomn,
whereby soll tilling and better home
mnking moy be learned from our new
. American methods.

. WIith this help, these Seminoles wiil
. develop Into the highest type of
American citizens.;

jda peopled by a race who were happy,
contented and prosperous. They were the
soverelgn owners of all the vast conti.
nent. s

In true Venetian  style they glided
through the canals in their cypress dug-
outs, trading with cach other—bhartering
thelr wares for the produce of other sec-
tions.

Agriculture was carried on in the rich
fglands and hammocks, the ralsing of
atock was profitable, and their traflic in
skins, pelts, and ambergris made them
prosperous. ‘I'o the unfortunate Caucas-
lan who was wrecked upon the tresch-
erous rcoast of Florida, the Indian obeyed
the dictates of humanity and hospitality.
Florida’'s Drama Sllenced by Centurles

Fllm-makers  delght fn  taxing  the
flights of the mind, and may we not
hring before you w viston of aboriginal
Hte, forming us it did such a tragleal,
flame-cneireled bickground to Amerlean
history.

Rughing hefore the Imaginary camera
of 1539 we see thousands of Castillang ag
they followed thelr haughty leader, Her-
mando Deloto, We gee u flower-hedocked
country; we see the cavalry, fleet grey.
hounds and furfous bloodhounds, We ses
handeuffs, chaing and collars to secure
anrd bind fast the innocent natives,

The reel mukes unother turn and the
picture bhecomes  enthralling. JeSonto,
ever pressing on i1 search of gold and
conquest, has traveled 300 miles north-
ward and enters tns provinee of Co-fa-
qui-—the kingdom of the mightiest chlef-
tain of this new land, ‘The sgplendor of
&)m reception {8 arszipg. It 1o n stiage
Setting drama of sgixteenth century rene
algsance in Logpitulity. The mighty
chieftain of the Floridas sitg upon hig
throne surrounded by his subjects. Fn-
tertainment hag lbwecu provided for the
“strange white mea trom heaven” Tha
chieftain has given up his village for
the Spanigh quarters and with hig tribe
maved ta another rettlement. The arro-
gant Castillian, however, with eagerness
to press on In search ot gold, soon in-
forms the generous Indlan chieftain that
e must move onward. ‘The chief, with
that hospltality of the original Amerl-
can, sent the Spumards on, with pro-
vision of malze, “ricd fruits and meats
for the journey, with an escort of 4,000
armed Indlans to act as defenders, and
4,000 men ag nurden bearers to copduct
the men of Castila through a dangeroug
wilderness of several days' journey, Such
were the proud and generous people the
Caucasian found in Florida,

The adventurous Spaniard, however, in
his quest for gold +nd the fabled stora
house of pearls, moved on; the French-
man, with the luxwi -loving nature, re-
mained but a short time; later the flag
of Ingland wasg plitated, only to he torn
down by another Spinish expedition; anid
g0 vears rolled on and tha aborlginal
people, tha red rulers of the land, held
sway, Immovable, entrenched in the land
glven to them by the Great Spirit,

The S8panish religlonista entered this
‘Glados country and several churches
were erected by them,

Look—qulckly! ‘The ilm maker of thig
moving pleture placoe another slide and
you are transported to the lbrary of
Harvard Universlty, You see the shores
of the shimmeting watere of Lake Okee-
chobee, and on thiw replica of thas red
man's map, you see the designation of a
church, surmounted by a cross.

As late as the riuetesnth century tha
American troops discovered a large, ar-
tificia}l mound, supposed to have bheen
the foundation of a church, Wa dare
not challsnge United Htates statistical
documents and as late as 1848, upon one
of the islands of Okcechobee, quoling
from the document, “*a cannon was found
which had been carried there by the
Spanfards, and thnt a large ball and
other {ndlcations of a church having once
heen erected-can e veen”
¥ Present Doy Hlstor
4 With nervous harie the film maker
skips two centurirg ghowing a scene con-
necting anclent history with that of the
modern day,

A band of 1ed amerieans, proud and
invincible, tha Seminoles of Florida, en-
ter . the 8panigh teyritory of Florlda, sub-
jecls only of the Spanish crown, thoea
people, in 1760 were permitted to hecoms
a nation tn themuelves, Hving and prac-
tiging the inalierable rights of inde.
pendence, honor andg kindness. For three-
qusrters of a century these dusky pa-
triots Mived and prospered, owning cattle,
slaves .and plantatiops, We may hear
the tinkling of bells ¢n their little ponles
ag they traveled, caravan style, carrying
their wares from village to village; but,
alag! the film maker delights in climax,
and we #ee a mocling travesty of our
cherighed jdenls, We geo the holsting of
the Ktars and Stvipes, and  [Florida
ceases to he a Epanish province, and
bacomes, with its J:dian population, the
coveted posgession of the United States.
With tho sgealing of the compact with
Bpain in 1823, wa read the death sentence
to Seminnle independence--a very 1iad
of tragedy In Ametian history,

Years of war and broken treaties fnl-
Jowed until the Amerlcan nation, with
fts unhallowed spollg, drenched with the
blond of this distracted, primitive people
of the Jverglades, hecame the conquer-

ors, Florida wasg strewn with the man-
gled bhodles of innocent red patriots,
where shattered hamlets and stricken

camp-fires blackened the once powerful
Indlan country.

Thousands of Seminnles were forced
by the mighty power of the American
Government (o give up homes, lands—-
Jite itself—and be exiled to a cold and
unknown Western Jand.

Today, the heart of every civilized na-
tion on the globe turng to brave little
Belgium, ‘The patriot of America, the
real American, whose soul and )eart
ghrink from the tainted and corrupt deal-
ings of the vampire and land grafters,
must close his eyes, hut let him Jook--
yes, with horror—at other rereens on
this JIvergludes moving pleture—for we
have within the bounds of this American
continent—""A little Belglum of ourf

own.”
American Records Pictured

‘The Name-lit reel now makes a daring
turn and we now see pictured by the im-
perishable magic of the camern the pitl.
ful story of American injustice—a Silent
Drama of, Florida  history—recorded
among the archives of government sta-
tistics, .

A few extracta from the racords at
Washinglon must stir the emotions and
stimulate pity for the vanquished red
dwellers of the 'Glada country.

After hundreds of weeping woman and
sad-visaged men had been loaded on
ships to he transported to the land of
the setting sun, a hunt was Kept up
through the wilderness territory for the
small bands that had escaped caplure
by bloodhounds and hullets, These re-
fuges had taken shelter In the recesses
of the tropica) jungle, The screen shows:

Record one, taken from files of the
Navy in the Florida expedition of 181).
1842, reads asg follows: “We found flelds
and villagese, hitherto thouzht to he in.
accessible to the white man., We ex-
plored these haunts and burnt thelr vil-
lages."

Record 2: “Finding two Indlans in a
hoat, the Indlans were killed,”

Record 2:  "Ifully 600 Indians had }ived
here, near Pine Island, but had escaped,
leaving large fslds of pumpkins, heans,
and corn. All these we destroyed.”

Record 4: The towns of Chi-ki-ka’s
peapla wera visited and were found to he
tenanted only by the skeletons of the
Indians upon whom Jjustice had heen ex.
ccuted hy Colonel Harvey.”

Record 6: “With 200 men we ascend-
ed Khark River into the Everglades,
Here we met Captain Burke of artillery,
with sixty-seven men. ¢ 0 Joinlng

forcey, we preceded to Te-at-kKa-hateh-
cag, and dseovered two Indluns In a
cunoe,

“The Indlans escaped, but we gecured
thebr packs, cooking utenslls, provisions
and thelr canoes.  We follywed them
three days until the trall was lost.  After
destroying the growth of thelr flelds, con-
alating of fifty to sixty neres of pump-
king, heans and pers, ete, we econtinued
to the son,

“Reypectfally gubmitted,
“Johr . MeLaughlin,
“Lieutenant commanding expedition,*
And gn the tragedy runs: the pages of

Amerlcan history are statned with the
blond wounds  of an  {nnocent people,
whose greatest erime (?7) was love of

country, kindred and reverency for the
graves of thelr tathers,
A People Without & Country

wxpedition after expedition falled to
corral the little hand of Indlans left {n
the 'Glades country in 1841,  Taday, the
400 Seminles of the Fiverglades are the
dercendants of this herole band-a peo.
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ated by South Florida men.
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This is our eleventh successful year in business.
house is strictly a South Florida Institution owned and oper-
Our efforts-are confined entirely
to South Florida, and your interests and ours are identical as
This can and is being done by
the loyal support of South Florida’s wholesale houses,. by
Our increase in business this year
over 1915 is thirty per cent in volume. of sales.” This is very .
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same. We shall ever strive to merit your confidence and
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and a JSquare Deal to Al

Thanking you one and all for past favors, and wishing
you the joys of the coming holiday season, and unlimited suc-
cess and happiness for the year of 1917, we beg to remain,
sineerely your friends,

Jampa Drug Compan
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ple without a country! ‘oo honest to
steal, too proud to beg, eking out hut
a pltiful existence in the land of his na-
tivity.  Why? Because the same nion-
gter greed that has driven the Amerfegn
Indfan across u continent has entercd
the sacred homes of Florida’s Indlup
populntion.

Are we (reating these patriots, these
people who eling 5o desperately and go
devotedly to the homes of thelr fiuthers,
any better thun did our oflicers seventy-
five yeurs ago?

Toduy, the American flag I8 standin
for righ, ?umhm, "rence with honor,
and upholding the dignity of the great-
ent nation on the globe, Nation after no-
ton hag had Its wounds Lound up, has
heen fed apd clothed and helped, Amer-
fea has been eyes to the Llind, an aimo-
ner to the poor, a protection to the wid-
ow and orphan; and {ycl fn 1543, under
the sacred emblem of this same starry
banner, the Seminole made a peace com-
pact with the United States Government,
under the direction of aur President. The
Seminole was ''to occupy certatn areas

and to forever abstain from all acts of
aggression upon vhla white neighbor.”

The Seminole has never hroken that
treaty! He believes and knows that the
nnd of Okeechobee 15 his by right of
treaty, and he cannot understangd the
merelless driving foree of the white man,

Wil the sudience Jook uvpon the screen
again?  You muy see a true un-hyphen-
ated American plcture of 1898,  Justice
and honor in behalf of the vanguished
seminole had  heen arouged wll  over
Amerien, and under the heneficient rul-
Ing of the martyred McKinley an expe-
dition trom the Unfted States Govern.
ment wag sent inta the trackless lover.

slades Lo select and survey lands for
wmes  for the long pergecuted native
inhabitan(s,

Three hundred thousand neres was not
considered too lurge i grunt ag compar-
ed with the gift of 15,000,000 acres—the
iU of the United Btates, without money
and without price, to her favorite dnugh-
ter, ¥lorlda, [.et the moving picturs
camera make for us a plcture of (his
expedition. Weae gee the surveyors, the
ax men, and the inspectors as they fol-
low the Instructions of the head of the
nation. ‘The old homes of the Seminnles
were selected as bhelonging to the In.
dians by ‘‘prior right of occupancy,” for

this red race, hnsm?' andg nro%poroun. had
lived on theso rieh 18lands and hammocks
for more than Afly years, )

1elated Justice Beemed at Inat Assured
and tho patlent Seminole ghout to slan
upon the threshold of his home, and, se-
cure from mojestation wng ready o re-
ceive clvilfzation, Christfanity, and all
the splendld Influences of n humane gov-
crnment,

And now hehold, snother {)lclurn slow.
l}; ovolves from the darkening shadows,
igures and numbers on a gereen Are
not interesting to the dramna-lover, and
yet in ancient duys numbers plpyed A
great role in the destiny of man and
mations.  And significant are such num-
hers on the map of Florida as_ Town-
ships b4 and 060, soyth of range 30 cant,
’I‘ownsmIm 48, 49, 60, 01, 63, south of
range 34 east, cle., cte. hlorofl)’phlcu,
yes, hut easily dccelgherod with the sur-
veyor's keK A8 uked in J898 by the en-
coys of the natinn's chief, the dreat
White Father at Washington!
, you remember these numbers?
The screen will show them again.

The camera man now turns his reel

and shows a historieal record almost a'Ro

century old, taken from the archives of

— =

Hpanish  and  Amaerican doow'n t
“Amerien’s DPurchree  of Jorjan from
Hpami ‘hich stands out In clear type
and glariling is the reading on the serech,
e preservation of the rights of (o
Beminoles to lands (n Jlorida waw; ingde
B, DRLL of e suipulation” " tranafor b
nment 1o the 1)

statew fn 1821." Hnite

The Blate ncegptad the gift of the
‘awamp and ovorsgwnd” hm:fn of ﬁ‘orl’u
{rom thg nationp) government, with the
Indian population ny.A ﬁmrt of thatdtrang-
fer; therefors tho obflgation passed (n
¥lorida,

Jas she kept n single Jotter of thix
Bpanish-Amerfenn compret in her trent-
maent of the Beminola Indians and their
rlml: and ttles to homes in the Kver-

gladen 3

he legendayy loro cobnected with u
l:nrl of Fiorida's Jovergindes countyy--
hesd townships, (slan r And hammoocks
seivcted by the nationa Jcovemmcnt of-
ncinls makes lhn "ntm‘( AMA” of num-
bers 8 singularly pathetic opa o thoe
cYildlike Seminols, for °,{° t wag, ac.
cordin ga ého“l‘g;ilne% traditio " that the
n of God ‘“stopped,” W, i8ce
<uminued onpo'lan ’i‘t. 1500 .p

R




